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OCTOBER

Despite events in Iraq, I am pleased to report that the
Epigraphic Survey was able to keep to its normal schedule of
field work, and on October 15, 2002, Chicago House opened
for its seventy-ninth, six-month field season in Luxor. Art-
ist/Egyptologist Tina Di Cerbo came several weeks early to
open up and clean the house, as she does each year.

After arriving in Cairo, I met with new Supreme Coun-
cil of Antiquities (SCA) Secretary General Dr. Zahi Hawass
and Sabry Abdel Azziz, General Director of Antiquities in
Upper and Lower Egypt, at SCA headquarters in Abbassiya,
after which I signed the contract for the 2002/2003 field sea-
son. Before I left for Luxor 1 also met with US Ambassador
David Welch at the US Embassy; our friends at the American
Research Center in Egypt (ARCE), including Acting Director

Professor Irene Bierman (UCLA), Assistant Director Amira Khat-

2002/2003 Chicago House Staff. Photograph by Yarko Kob);lecky and Sue Lezon

tab, and Egyptian Antiquities
Project (EAP) Director Chip Vincent;
the President of BP Egypt, our long-
time corporate supporter, Hesham
Mekawi; and our friends at the
Egyptian Museum, Director Dr.
Mahmoud Damati and May Trad.
In Cairo I had an excellent
visit with Dr. Henri Riad and his
family in Heliopolis. Henri is bet-
ter than he was last season, but
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Dr. Henri Riad with
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sadly he is still too fragile to join
us this year. Henri will be hon-
ored at the Museum Centennial
celebration, scheduled for December, as the oldest living
former Director of the Egyptian Museum.

There have been some
unexpected changes. Over the
summer the SCA published new
guidelines for archacological
work in Egypt, and there are
several new rules governing
SCA inspectors (the designated
SCA representatives who work
with us at antiquities sites).
Now inspectors are to be paid a
“transportation and overtime”
fee of LEI,500 a month (about
$300), which means we have an
unexpected and hefty addition
to our budget to the tunc of
LE18,000 for a six-month sea-
son for inspectors at Medinet
Habu and Luxor Temple.

This season marked the
seventh year of an EAP/USAID
grant approved by the SCA and
administered through ARCE for
documentation and conserva-
tion of the small Amun temple
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at Medinet Habu. We reopened the small Amun temple on
October 21 and found it dry as a bone (no scorpions this year)
and just the way we left it. Epigraphers Brett McClain and
Randy Shonkwiler immediately resumed their collation of the
bark sanctuary and ambulatory reliefs, and artists Margaret
De Jong and Tina Di Cerbo resumed their drawing and colla-
tion checking. Conservators Lotfi Hassan, Adel Azziz, and
Nahed Samir have resumed the cleaning of the painted reliefs
in the first chamber, and are now working on the east wall
around the central doorway. They will be joined by conser-
vator Lamia Hadidi in November, fresh from the ARCE field
school in the Fayum. Lamia will work with us until mid-Jan-
uary, and then again in March to speed up the cleaning pro-
cess. Staff photographer Yarko Kobylecky and photographer/
photo archivist Sue Lezon started taking pre-cleaning refer-
ence photographs of the back central sanctuary, the next room
to be cleaned according to our cleaning schedule. Sue is also
supervising the final phase of our Photo Archives large-for-
mat negative scanning with the Franco-Egyptian Center at
Karnak. Stone cutter Dany Roy is putting the finishing touches
on the roof restoration work over the bark sanctuary ambula-
tory, designed to direct rainwater off the roof on the north
side. During our first week back at work we hosted on-site
briefings for Irene Bierman, accompanied by Chip Vincent,
Jarek Dobrolowski, and Michael Jones.

Dany Roy on the roof of the small Amun temple

This was the
final season of the
SCA approved grant
from the EAP, ad-
ministered through
ARCE, for the pro-
tection and consoli-
dation of deteriorat-
ing decorated sand-
stone wall fragments
at Luxor Temple. On
October 22 engineer
and blockyard assis-
tant Jamie Riley and
our workmen re-
sumed moving dec-
orated sandstone
wall fragments off
the ground onto
damp-coursed brick
platforms built last
year, a project fund-
ed by a Robert Wil-
son Challenge Grant
and the World Mon-
uments Fund. We

Adel Azziz cleaning wall reliefs, small

are presently work-  Amun temple

ing in the area east
of the Colonnade Hall and south of the Abul Haggag mosque,
where thousands of Akhenaten-period ¢a/utat, Colonnade
Hall, Ramesses II, Ptolemaic, and medieval fragments are
stacked on the ground. Our routine calls for me to mark each
fragment with its platform number, designated by category,
after which Jamie and his team of workmen see to its proper
placement, with all fragments carefully stacked so that the
decorated surface is exposed for study and documentation.
During the first few weeks we created enough space for two
more long mastaba platforms which we will begin construct-
ing later this month. Yarko took reference photographs of all
of the Colonnade Hall column and wall bases, as he does each
season, to document the decay, and he expanded his scope this
year to include the exterior of the Colonnade Hall and parts of
the Ramesses II court which are also showing increased decay.
Due to the changing seasons, we had a freak sandstorm
October 27, followed by a light shower that evening, and a
heavy rain the next morning. We were pleased to note that
we had NO leaks in the Medinet Habu small Amun temple
roof, which means that our restoration work was 100% effec-
tive. But the moisture has activated a LOT of corrosive salt at
Luxor Temple. A single rainstorm can age a monument centu-
ries in a few hours, and is a painful reminder of just how impor-
tant our preservation work (and all such work) is at this time.
There are LOTS of tourists in town, including Ameri-
cans, and we have already had several small groups come by
for library briefings, kindly given by Emily Napolitano. On
October 16 Lanny Bell paid us a visit with our friend Mam-
dou El-Sebai, and he returned later to arrange the resump-
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tion of documentation work in the Ramesside tombs at D'ra
Abu El-Naga in collaboration with Jan Assmann and Karl Sic-
fried --really excellent news. There are numerous expeditions
in town, most of whom joined us on October 31 to celebrate
Halloween and the beginning of our ficld scason.

There have been some sad transitions in Luxor. On our
return we learned that our well-loved former safrag/ Shafei
and dear second cook Abdecl Zaher, long retired, had both

passed away, Shafei only a few weeks before the beginning of
the season and Abdel Zaher a bit carlier. That’s a large slice of

Epigraphic Survey history now past, as both were vencrable
institutions unto themselves who had given loyal service to
Chicago House for over 30 years, from the time of the direc-
tors Hughes and Nims. Shafei will forever be remembered for
his calm dignity and deadpan expression which could occa-
sionally be coaxed into a mischievous smile, and Abdecl Za-
her’s spirited and heartfelt benedictions while presenting the
turkeys at Thanksgiving and Christmas are the stuff of leg-
end. Now their children and even grandchildren work for us,
continuing the long tradition. But no one can ever replace
those two. Shafei and Abdel Zaher were two in a million, and
will be greatly missed.

NOVEMBER

During the first week of November Lamia Hadidi joined
the Medinet Habu small Amun temple conservation team, and
she will be with us until the end of January. Her added ex-
pertise has allowed the cleaning and gap-filling of the two
central sanctuaries to proceed as scheduled this season, and
she has been a most pleasant addition to the house. Last week
the conservation crew
finished the wall-clean-
ing in the first chamber,
which houses the gran-
odiorite dyad of Thut-
mosis IIl and Amun.
This achievement marks
a major milestone in our
project, as this room is
the largest in the sanc-
tuary, with the highest
ceiling and the largest
scenes. The formerly
dark, soot-stained walls
are now filled with light
and color, and the great
dyad scems to be sus-
pended in the middle of
the room. The artists
and epigraphers are now
proceeding with the fi-
nal paint collation of
that room, plotting all of
the new painted details
on the drawings for vol-
ume 1 of our small

Luxor Temple blockyard crew

Amun temple series.

On November 15 Helen and Jean Jacquet returned to
Chicago House, and Helen immediately started working with
Emily in the office and Tom Urban (via email to the Oriental
Institute) on final corrections and refinements for her book
Graffiti from the Khonsu Temple Roof at Karnak: A Manifesta-
tion of Personal Piety, Khonsu Temple 111,

The Islamic holy month of Ramadan began on Novem-
ber 6. Despite the all-day fasting of the majority of our local
staff during that month, our remarkable temple crew, at their
insistence, continued to work their usual afternoon hours,
which allowed us to keep to our normal work schedule of
7:30am until 4:00pm. On November 13 Chicago House hosted
a “sunsct breakfast” /ffar for our SCA friends and colleagues
and heads of foreign missions in Luxor, which was well at-
tended and very well received. On November 23 we gave our
staff an /ftar by way of thanks for their hard work.

The day before Ramadan began I had the pleasure of
briefing Anthony Vance and party, of USAID Egypt, on the
activities of the Oriental Institute in Luxor and showing them
the Chicago House facility. I also had the opportunity to dis-
cuss groundwater issues with the party on-site at Luxor Tem-
ple, and to show them firsthand the destructive effects of the
high, salt-laden groundwater on the sandstone monuments.
The need for USAID to support groundwater lowering mea-
sures in the Luxor area is great, and is now under consider-
ation by the Egyptian government and USAID.

DECEMBER

Brett and Randy have been continuing the collation of

the small Amun temple bark sanctuary drawings, and Marg-
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Tina Di Cerbo copying graffiti, small Amun temple

arct and Susan are penciling the walls of the inner bark sanc-
tuary and adding collation transfers, all for volume 2 of our
small Amun temple series.

We were joined by new epigrapher and librarian Jen
Kimpton the first week of December. Jen is a student at Johns
Hopkins University who has worked in Luxor with Betsy
Bryan in previous seasons, and it is a great pleasure to have
her as part of the team. In addition to her epigraphic record-
ing duties, Jen supervises the Chicago House library Monday
through Thursday in the afternoons, and all day on Fridays.

Tina has been compiling a database of all the known
graffiti in the Medinet Habu precinct, including over 1,450
individual entries with negative numbers, locations, and de-
scriptions. This was a process begun by the Epigraphic Sur-
vey more than seventy years ago but never completed. Will-
iam Edgerton’s publication, Medinet Habu Graffiti Fucsimiles
(OIP 36: Chicago, 1937), and Heinz Thissen's Die demotischen
Graffiti von Medinet Habu.: Zeugnisse zu Tempel und Kult im
Prolemaischen Agvpten (Demotische Studien 10; Sommerhaus-
en, 1989) present a very small sample of this material, although
luckily much more was actually photographed in the past than
was published. Tina is matching graffiti to photographs, iden-
tifying new ones, plotting the locations on key plans, and
continuing the facsimile documentation of the material for
eventual publication. In addition, Tina is compiling another
illustrated database for use as a paleographical reference by
the artists and epigraphers based on scanned finished draw-
ings for volumes 1 and 2 of the small Amun temple. The elec-
tronic paleography includes hieroglyphic signs (arranged by
Gardiner number), examples of cartouches, human and di-
vine figures, and iconographic elements printed out for use
by the artists and epigraphers on-site.

On December 11 Peter Dorman joined us for a week to
review the wall reliefs and drawings of the sanctuary area
and to continue the planning of volume 1. Daughter Marga-
ret Dorman, who spent her formative years growing up at
Chicago House while her father was field director, is now with
us helping Jen in the library and Sue in the Photo Archives
until the end of this month.

Sue continued supervising the scanning of the Photo
Archives large and small format negative archive onto CD-
ROM at Karnak and adding of same to our new database, de-
spite unfortunately fracturing her foot in December. The cast
came off during the holidays, and at the end of December she
returned to the US to have her foot checked, and took back
fifty more backup CDs (over 2000 images). Sue has also becn
working with Lotfi on scanning drawings for his Medinet
Habu conservation reporting, and with Tina on the scanning
necessary for her graffiti and paleography databases. I should
also mention that Oriental Institute finance manager Simrit
Dhesi spent a very productive week with us over Thanksgiv-
ing, setting up the final procedures with Chicago House fi-
nance manager Safinaz Ouri for financial reporting directly
to the University.

The Medinet Habu conservators have now turned their
attention to the back central chamber, but not before Dany
stabilized one of the roof blocks with four fiberglass dowels
epoxied into place. Dany is also in the final phase of the roof
restoration work over the bark sanctuary and ambulatory.

Brett McClain and Jen Kimpton, small Amun temple
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The new stone slabs are all in place, and the final grouting is
about half complete. Two new rainspouts are presently being
manufactured for runoff water on the south and north sides
of the complex. Lotfi also started the cleaning of the red-paint
Ptolemaic inscription on the facade of the granite #aos which
we will draw and collate for volume 1.

At Luxor Temple, Jamie and I have continued to super-
vise our workmen in moving the decorated wall-fragment ma-
terial off the ground. This scason we have made excellent
progress, and I am pleased to report that we are ahead of sched-
ule, which will allow even more material to be preserved this
scason. At present two-thirds of the block fragments and
Akhenaten ra/arar blocks in the area east of the Colonnade
Hall are now off the wet ground and have been re-stacked on
our new damp-coursed
storage platforms, with
two more long plat-
forms planned. So far
more than a hundred
meters of new platforms
have been constructed
in the area east and
south of the Abul Hag-
gag mosque this scason,
and another hundred
meters are being built
to the west of the tem-
ple by the Roman gates.
Additional platforms
have been started at the
southern end of the pre-
cinct on the east side to
house large, intact
blocks of Amenhotep
I quarried by the Ro-
mans from the sanctu-
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ary area.

While separating and storing fragments by category this
season, I have identified, isolated, and physically joined sev-
eral large groups of portal fragments dating from the 25th
Dynasty and Ptolemaic Periods in our central blockyard, east
of the Amenhotep III sun court, for documentation and anal-
ysis. Yarko has been photographing these groups during the
last few weeks, and we are currently planning the databases
which will track each piece from each major grouping. The
material is quite tantalizing; in onec group from the 25th Dy-
nasty, a lion-hcaded goddess extends life to the beak of a Horus
falcon perched atop a king’s crased serckh. Another group
reconstructs to form the interior thickness of a very large por-
tal decorated with row upon row of amuletic hicroglyphs,
blank cartouches flanked by cobras, and cryptographic fig-
ures. Indications are that the portals were all quarried from
southern Karnak, like the Akhenaten ¢w/urar (from the south-
ern pylons), possibly from the vicinity of Mut Temple. Fur-
ther analysis will undoubtedly shed more light on the exact
origins of this exciting new material. Much of the fragmen-
tary wall material in the Luxor Temple blockyard was quar-

ried from Luxor Temple itself, and many groups from all sec-
tions of the temple can be reassembled and eventually put
back on the temple walls, restoring beautiful, long-vanished
wall scenes and architectural details. There is tremendous po-
tential for the material from Karnak eventually to be returned
to its original site, once it has been documented, analyzed,
and reassembled in the Luxor Temple blockyard. An illus-
trated article on the Luxor Temple wall fragment project, co-
authored by field conservator Hiroko Kariya and me, will ap-
pear in the next Egypt Exploration Society Egvptian Archae-
ology Bulletin (no. 22).

During the last three scasons Chicago House has spon-
sored a study of the structural stability of the Luxor Temple
monument in light of changed environmental conditions which
are adversely affecting
the ancient monuments
all over Egypt. The
steady rise of salt-laden
groundwater is a partic-
ular problem. This
study has been gener-
ously supported for the
last two seasons by our
Robert Wilson match-
ing grant and the World
Monuments Fund
(WMF). From Decem-
ber 3- 12, structural en-
gineer Conor Power
continued his monitor-
ing of the temple struc-

Reconstructed fragments in the Luxor Temple blockyard

ture. He reported to us
that
o~ cracks have opened up

no additional

during the last year, nor
has there been any dis-
cernible movement in
the pylons recorded in the two crack monitors (“calibrated tell-
tales’’) we placed last season on the south wall of the East Pylon
and on its upper west side door opening.

This season Chicago House instituted a recycling pro-
gram, something I have been wanting to do for a while. Plas-
tic bottles, glass, and aluminum cans are now all saved,
cleaned, and kept in marked bins in the back room of the
kitchen. To my surprise, not only is it successful (both local
and professional staff have been very conscientious), we are
making a bit of money as well; we have found local buyers
for the material and have made LE354 this season so far! I am
trying to convince some of the local hotels to think about
implementing a similar program, since their waste is far, far
greater than ours.

JANUARY

On January 2, US Ambassador to Egypt, the Honorable
David Welch, and his family paid us their first visit, during
which we were able to show them our work at Luxor Temple
and Medinet Habu, discuss preservation issues, and host them
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to a dinner and library briefing at Chicago House. Two days
before that, on New Year’s Eve, the US Consul-General to
Egypt, Ann Syrett, and her husband Tony joined us in usher-
ing in the New Year 2003, and Vice-Consul Robert H. Arbuckle
and some Embassy collcagues came by earlier that day. While
the Ambassador’s party was with us their security staff re-
viewed our security procedures, including our emergency
evacuation plan, and found everything in order. They were
particularly happy to see us raising the height of our southern
enclosure wall, a project in the final stages of construction.

Epigrapher Harold Hays returned in January and re-
sumed his work at Medinet Habu in the bark sanctuary am-
bulatory, as did artist Will Schenck who resumed his pencil-
ing of the 18th Dynasty temple facade. The conservators
moved out of the first sanctuary chamber, and the artists and
epigraphers moved in for the final paint collation. This has
now been completed and I am currently reviewing each draw-
ing enlargement at the wall, checking the new painted de-
tails and making sure the overall drawing “reads” properly,
with all information accounted for and comprehensible. Once
I am finished, Yarko and Sue, assisted by recently returned
Ellie Smith, will do the final large-format photography in both
color transparency and black and white for the first volume
in the small Amun temple series.

The conservation team is now cleaning and infilling the
back central sanctuary. Lamia finished her work with us on
January 25 and headed south to work with our friend and
colleague Vivian Davies in Edfu. Dany laid sandstone patch
stones at the base of the north interior wall of the front cen-
tral sanctuary where the wall had decayed at floor level. He
also continued the grouting of the roof blocks and placed two
new rainspouts on the south and north sides of the bark sanc-
tuary ambulatory. He and I planned the new skylight in the
central sanctuary, and the new door leading into the sanctu-
ary, both of which will be constructed of scratch-proof, one
centimeter-thick plexiglass in aluminum and steel framing.
Dany has also been preparing a new sandstone base for the
granite false door of Thutmosis III now propped against the
west interior wall of the
Roman court. Originally
from Thutmosis I11's mor-
tuary temple, this huge
slab of red granite was re-
used by the Ptolemies as
the threshold for their
great pylon, and was
found there facedown and
intact. It was placed in the
Roman court on a brick
platform, where the po-
rous bricks have acted as
- a conduit for salt-laden
d groundwater, which has

percolated up into the base

of the granite slab and

—
' 4 i
- ”“"xt‘.ﬂ ¥

; stained it. Our new damp-
Reconstructed scene fragments

coursed base will put a

Conservators Lotfi Hassan and Nahed Samir, Medinet Habu

stop to that percolation, and we will also clean the slab by
poulticing to remove the salts already in the stone.

This month friend and colleague Hourig Sourouzian and
her assistant Christian Perzlmeir started an inventory of one
of the Medinet Habu main temple storerooms which is under
our jurisdiction. This particular storeroom appears to have
been utilized by the SCA as a storage magazine for miscella-
neous items from excavations all over the West Bank, from at
least the 1960s. The bottom layer of the material turned out
to be primarily large, hard-stone sculpture fragments (Sekh-
mets and miscellancous deities) excavated at Amenhotep 1I's
mortuary temple by the SCA and the Swiss Institute in 1965
and partly published by the Swiss in BABA 11 (1981). This
material is of great interest to Hourig, as she and husband
Rainer Stadelmann have recently resumed excavating that
great complex, and have built a magazine for the storage and
analysis of all of the material excavated at that site, past and
present; when I notified her about the material last season
she was thrilled. Next season we hope to transfer the Amen-
hotep III fragments to her magazine, which will frec up space
and allow us to finish the inventory of remains there.

At Luxor Temple Yarko, now assisted by Ellie, contin-
ued the large-format photography of the newly joined Ptole-
maic fragment groups. Carpenter Shayib finished the construc-
tion of a special reinforced table and sandbox setup for the
photography of individual, unjoined blocks. Yarko will uti-
lize the table this month when he begins the photography of
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the Thutmosis I1I wall and portal fragments we have identi-
fied. Jamic and I continued to supervise the moving of wall
fragments and blocks off the wet ground cast of the Colon-
nade Hall (mostly Akhenaten 7a/atar) and west of the Ramesses
IT sun court by the Roman gateway. Forty morc meters of
damp-coursed platforms are presently being built in the west
area. I am pleased to report that the mastaba construction of
the area east of the Colonnade Hall is now finished. This month
all of the material currently on the ground in both areas will
be moved up onto the new platforms, with two 7-meter, cov-
ered “hospital” mastabas in the east arca designated for de-
caying fragments which require treatment.

There is much activity at Luxor Temple these days as
the area east of the precinct is cleaned in preparation for ex-
tending the Luxor Temple precinct into the garden area. The
narrow road running along the outside of the eastern enclo-
sure wall has been removed and the southern end is current-
ly being excavated by the SCA. The idea is to excavate now
before any groundwater lowering measures are implemented
in that area. Stone foundations have already been uncovered
with reused material that appears to have been quarried from
the southern wall of the Luxor Temple sanctuary. Once the
foundations have been documented, mapped, and conserved
by the SCA, they will be removed, and any reused wall frag-
ments will be turned over to the Epigraphic Survey for prop-
er storage by category in the blockyard.

On January 18 SCA Chairman Zahi Hawass came to Lux-
or to preside over the first meeting of the Valley of the Kings
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Yarko Kobylecky and Ellie Smith photographing fragments in the Luxor Temple blockyard

Committee, which will meet monthly to discuss archacologi-
cal work, dewatering measures, and the like, for the Valley.
Most of the mission directors who were in town at that time
participated. We discussed future work, flood control, and
site management of the KV area. A subcommittee was set up,
made up solely of expedition heads working in the Valley, to
make further recommendations. The meeting evolved into a
round table discussion of plans for all of Luxor, including the
Luxor Temple work. There are plans afoot to open a new en-
trance to Luxor Temple from the north, so that visitors will
approach the temple along the sacred sphinx avenue (the stone
road will be protected by a wooden walkway). The eastern
gate will be the official exit for everyone, and the present
Corniche entrance on the west will be closed.

Visitors to Chicago House this past month included two
US Congressional Staff Delegations, whom [ squired around
Luxor and showed our work and facility. We also had several
visitors from Chicago House past: Beatrice Parker and Clara
Semple. Beatrice, daughter of former Epigraphic Survey epig-
rapher and director Richard Parker, brought her son Tom to
Luxor. She is one of those individuals who remembers every-
thing that ever happened to her, and was a delight to talk to
(especially keen were her reminiscences of “Doc” Nelson, our
first director, who used to entertain the staff children with
limericks he made up on the spot). Clara is a former Epigraphic
Survey artist, and it was nice to see her again. Oriental Insti-
tute Museum’s David Nasgowitz and his family also paid us a
visit. Meg Dorman finished her month with us on January
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27; it was wonderful having her back with us, and we appre-
ciate very much all the work she did while she was here.

It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing
of Robert and Linda Braidwood. Along with the rest of the
Oriental Institute family, we are greatly diminished by this
loss, and send our sincerest condolences to the family. That
remarkable couple will be sorely missed, but will continue to
be an inspiration to us all.

FEBRUARY

At Medinet Habu the epigraphic team has been con-
tinuing the drawing and collating of the reliefs in the Thut-
mosis 1II bark sanctuary and ambulatory. Margaret and Sue
are working inside the bark sanctuary on the Ptolemaic-re-
newed Thutmoside reliefs. Brett, Harold, and Randy are work-
ing on the exterior walls of the bark sanctuary and pillars,
while Jen is being trained by Brett in the ambulatory facade.
I have finished Director’s Checks on the paint collations slat-
ed for volume 1 of the first painted chamber with Brett, Sue,
and Margaret. I also finished Director’s Checks on six of Sue’s
bark sanctuary pillar drawings, and two of Margaret’s, which
will be published in volume 2, with more to come. The con-
servation team has been working in the back central sanctu-
ary with excellent results, and they have finished cleaning
and infilling two walls and part of a third. Very shortly the
art team will move in to add newly exposed painted details to
the drawings of the two finished walls of that chamber.

Tina has just completed the first version of her ground-
breaking, digitally scanned paleography and iconography file
of the small Amun temple drawings, something that we will
constantly be building on and adding to as drawings are
cleared for publication. She has also continued work on her

’
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Luxor Temple eastern blockyard, with covered “hospital mastabas” on the right
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illustrated databasc of the Medinet Habu graffiti, from both
the main temple and the small Amun temple.

Will, assisted by Emily, has made foil rubbings of a fa-
cade pillar partly hidden by a later Ptolemaic wall, and a roof
block over the bark sanctuary ambulatory which appears to
be a reused architrave from Amenhotep I1I's mortuary tem-
ple. Both areas feature carved decoration partially hidden by
stone blocks which can only be recorded by intrepid, thin-wrist-
cd individuals who carefully reach into the space available and
rub aluminum foil over the relief to get an impression of the
carving. This can then be outlined with an indelible marker,
traced, reduced, and integrated with the rest of the drawing.

Dany laid the last two sandstone floor slabs in the front
central chamber, which now finishes the new flooring in that
chamber. Last week we stopped our work on the new, damp-
coursed sandstone base for the colossal Thutmosis III red-
granite false door pending its possible selection as onc of the
objects for the new Luxor Museum extension. The theme of
this extension is “Egyptian Empire and War,” and an SCA
commission is reviewing the false door as a possible high-
light of the exhibition. This move would be excellent, offer-
ing a unique monument the added long-term protection of an
enclosed environment.

We have made remarkable progress in the Luxor Tem-
ple blockyard this scason. Thanks to Jamie and our extraor-
dinary workmen we finished the eastern area in February,
two months ahead of schedule. But we made a sad discovery
when we moved the last Akhenaten sa/atar block row in the
east area, piled against the outer east wall of the Colonnade
Hall: another lower layer of Akhenaten blocks runs the entire
length of the hall (almost 200 feet), all decorated, but completely
buried and totally saturated with salt-laden groundwater. Some
i of the blocks have
| already turned into
/ sand, while the

rest--and there are
over a hundred and
thirty of them --re-
quire eventual
placement on treat-
ment platforms.

To augment
the protective stor-
age program, I de-
signed and had
constructed 80
meters of covered
aluminum framing
units for the treat-
ment and “hospi-
tal” mastabas in
the eastern storage
arca. All of the
frames are topped
with rainproof fi-
berglass roofing,
and some of the
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Margaret De Jong and Harold Hays checking paint
collations, Medinet Habu small Amun temple

units were designed with a second level of shelving which
effectively doubles the amount of stored deteriorating wall
fragments. To further protect the fragments from the elements
canvas screening is being installed on all sides, bolted into
place along the top of the frame and tied at the bot-
tom. Slit sides allow for case of access during treat-
ment but can be tied closed. These will take care of
much of the material requiring treatment, but, on
the advice of Hiroko, we will photograph the new
talacar blocks and then rebury them, for the time
being, with the original soil which covered them.
This will restore the balance of salt in the stone and
will stop the movement of that salt, until we have
an expanded consolidation program which can han-
dle their treatment. It's frustrating... and sad. But
all of the fragmentary wall material would end up
this way if we weren't doing what we are doing now.
Yarko, Sue, and Ellic will also finish the photogra-
phy of the newly joined fragment groups this week,
and will begin the reference photography of the
Thutmosis 11 wall fragments shortly thereafter.
We had a quict but busy £7d A/-Adha/Barram
holiday February 10 12, On February 13 we had a

‘&\! ¢.. .~
Reconstructed fragments of portal goddesses

WMEF review by the Director of Archaeological Conservation
Gaetano Palumbo at Luxor Temple, and an ARCE/EAP review
at the Medinet Habu small Amun temple on the 27th. On Feb-
ruary 21 we hosted a reception and library briefing at Chica-
go House for a large group made up of several Middle Eastern
chapters of the Young Presidents Organization hosted by the
Cairo chapter. Emily and I attended a gala dinner hosted by
the group in the Amenhotep III sun court at Luxor Temple
the next night (drinks reception at 10:00pm, dinner at mid-
night!), with Zahi Hawass as guest speaker. We sat at his ta-
ble, along with friend and colleague Betsy Bryan, and were
attended by waiters dressed in golden nemes headdresses and
kilts. It was an experience!

I also gave an on-site briefing of our Luxor Temple
blockyard prescervation work to an SCA/Ministry of Culture
commission planning the redevelopment of the Luxor Tem-
ple precinct. Initial plans called for the wholesale removal of
the entire castern blockyard treatment and storage area, but
after my bricfing that plan was completely reworked, with
more discussions pending.

MARCH

Despite the ongoing sicge of Iraq it remains peaceful
here in Luxor, security is excellent, and the overall atmo-
sphere is that of resignation and hope for the best and a swift
end to hostilitics. Because of Iraq the planned visit of WT-
TW’s Len Aronson for filming was postponed until next fall,
and Conscrvator Hiroko postponed her visit as well. Other
than that, we continued our normal work routine and made
great progress on all fronts. The locals have been incredibly
supportive of our work, and as helpful as they can be.

At Mcdinet Habu, the epigraphic and conservation
tcams arc wrapping things up at the small Amun temple,
which we will close on April 12 for the summer. This involves
moving our cquipment out of the temple, cleaning, and clos-
ing up the back sanctuarics, the two doors of which are pad-
locked, sealed by the inspector with SCA lead scals, and
blocked up with stones. At the moment the conservators have
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Reconstructed fragments of lunar cat

finished the cleaning of the reliefs in the two central sanctu-
aries, front and back, and the photographers are taking the
final publication photographs (in black and white and color
transparency} in the back sanctuary for volume 1. I will be
reviewing the paint collations in that chamber with Brett and
Margaret. By April 11 everyone will have finished up their
work and packed up the equipment and supplies for trans-
port back to Chicago House, along with the ladders and scaf-
folding, after closing on the 12th. Dany closed his operation
on the roof, successfully finishing the roof sealing of the en-
tire 18th Dynasty temple including installation of new con-
duits and channels for directing rainwater off the roof.

At Luxor Temple I continued to coordinate the stacking
of sandstone wall fragments onto damp-coursed mastaba plat-
forms with our workmen after Jamie’s departure on March 21.
The last of the platforms for this season was finished in March in
the area of the northwestern Roman gateway. Nine mastabas to-
taling 90 meters were constructed and are now filled with mate-
rial dating from every building period of Luxor Temple, as well
as from Karnak, roughly sorted by category, and we will finish
the stacking for the season on April 10. Thanks to our workmen
and Jamie, we have kept to our ambitious goal of getting the
bulk of the wall fragments at Luxor Temple up off the ground
onto protected platforms by the end of this season, a major mile-
stone in the pres-
ervation of this
priceless material.

This past
month saw anoth-
er chapter in the
history of Chica-
g0 House come to
a quiet close with
the death of our
beloved Chief En-
gineer, ‘Bash Mo-
handis” Saleh
Shahat Soliman,
who was 86.
Hired full time by
Kent Weeks in the

Saleh Shahat Soliman

mid-1970s, Saleh was one of those brilliant mechanics which
every expedition in the field needs and longs for. He could
fix anything and was called upon to do so often in a facility
as large and complex as this one. He kept Chicago House main-
tained and running smoothly for more than 30 years and was
a surrogate “papa” to many of us over the years. We will miss
him terribly.

APRIL

The 2002/2003 season was an extraordinarily produc-
tive one, and noteworthy for a number of milestones in our
field work. In all, 39 new drawings were penciled at the wall,
17 drawings were paint collated, 11 new drawings were inked,
11 drawings were collated, and Director’s Checks were com-
pleted on 20 drawings, all for the publication of volume 1 in
the small Amun temple series. Also for volume 1, pre- and
post-conservation photographs were taken of the sanctuary
walls in the two central sanctuaries. The cleaning of the paint-
ed reliefs in both these rooms was completed by the conser-
vators. In addition, a small sandstone fragment preserving
the king’s hand grasping ankh signs was re-affixed to its orig-
inal position on the west wall of the front sanctuary, and its
details added to the facsimile drawing.

The restoration and stabilization of the sanctuary roof
was completed. In all, 35 new sandstone slabs were laid over
the bark sanctuary this season, and 16 original sandstone
blocks were dismantled and reinstalled. Three new stainless
steel drainspouts which now direct rainwater off the roof were
installed, two new floor blocks were laid, and a sandstone
threshold slab for the new entryway to the sanctuary area
with an emplacement for the new doorway (to be installed
next season) was carved.

At Luxor Temple, 216 meters of damp-coursed storage
and treatment mastabas were constructed on the east side,
nine new mastaba platforms were constructed on the west
side, and 6,311 decorated wall fragments (as well as thou-
sands of uninscribed blocks) were raised from the ground and
saved from the destructive action of the salt-laden ground-
water. At the south end of the precinct an 11-meter platform
was constructed for the large Amenhotep 111 blocks now on
the ground. In addition, 80 meters of fiberglass-covered alu-
minum framing were installed over selected wall fragment
treatment and storage platforms in the eastern blockyard ar-
eas for additional protection of deteriorating wall fragments.
Almost a thousand decaying fragments are now housed on
these protected “hospital” platforms and await future con-
solidation.

And last but definitely not least, I am very pleased to
announce a major milestone in the digital duplication and
backup program of the Chicago House Photo Archives. The
digital scanning of all of the large format negatives in our
Luxor archive (17,099 of them) was finished in April, result-
ing in 242 CDs which are now back in the US (another set
remains in Luxor). These CDs, a digital duplicate of the Chi-
cago House archive, will be transferred to Chicago in batches
this summer and permanently housed in the Oriental Insti-
tute Museum Archives. In these uncertain times, this new
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technology has allowed us the assurance that priceless and
unique information formerly accessible only in Luxor is now
also available in the US. The scanned images and database
will now allow the Oriental Institute Museum Archives to
assess exactly what negatives are solely to be found in Luxor,
and what are in Chicago. Our long-term, ultimate goal is to
make sure that hard copy duplicates of all of the negatives in
Luxor are also in Chicago. In addition, 430 CDs of our 35mm
archive are also back in the US and will be transferred to Chi-
cago once they have been checked and added to the new Chi-
cago House 35mm database. The scanning of that part of the
archive is still incomplete and will continue next season.
The professional staff this season, besides the field di-
rector, consisted of J. Brett McClain, Harold Hays, and Randy
Shonkwiler as epigraphers; Jen Kimpton as epigrapher and
librarian; Christina Di Cerbo, Margaret De Jong, Susan Os-
good, and Will Schenck as artists; Yarko Kobylecky as staff
photographer; Susan Lezon as photo archivist; Emily Napoli-
tano as assistant to the director and office manager; Jill Car-
lotta Maher as assistant to the director; Safinaz Ouri as fi-
nance manager; Marlin Sarwat Nassim as accountant; Elinor
Smith and Margaret Dorman as assistants for the photo ar-
chives and library; Jamic Riley as assistant to the blockyard
and engineer; and Salch Shahat Soliman and Girgis Samwell
as chief engineers. Lotfi Hassan, Adel Azziz Andraws, Nahed
Samir, and Lamia Hadidi worked with us as conservators; Dany

Roy as stone cutter; and Conor Power, PE., as structural engi-
neer consultant. Special thanks to Dr. Henri Riad and to dear
friends Helen and Jean Jacquet. To our partners in preserva-
tion, the Supreme Council of Antiquitics, we owe a great debt
of thanks: especially to Dr. Zahi Hawass, Secretary General;
Dr. Sabry Abdecl Azziz, General Director of Antiquities in
Upper and Lower Egypt; Dr. Holeil Ghaly and Dr. Mohamed
El-Bialy, Luxor General Directors, respectively; Dr. Moham-
ed Assem and Mr. Bakit, Directors of Karnak and Luxor Tem-
ples, respectively; Dr. Ali Asfar, General Director of the West
Bank of Luxor; and Mme. Nawal, Chief Inspector of Luxor
Temple. And special thanks must go to you, our friends. None
of this would be possible without you.

Members of the Oriental Institute and Friends of Chi-
cago House are always welcome to stop by and see us during
our field season in Luxor. We suggest that you write or call in
advance to schedule a meeting that is convenient to all. Chi-
cago House is open from October 15 until April 15, and closed
Saturday afternoons and Sundays. To arrange a visit during
the scason, please call the Oriental Institute Membership Of-
fice at (773) 702-9513. We can be reached at the Oriental In-
stitute during the summer months at (773) 702-9524. Please
sce page 12 for our address and phone numbers in Egypt.

All photographs, except where otherwise noted, are digi-
tal images taken by Ray Johnson.

Medinet Habu precinct, with small Amun temple on right
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